
 

October Newsletter 

Parking Island Juniper Removals and Re-landscaping

Thanks once again to the great majority of Silver Plume homeowners who responded to 
our survey earlier in the year. You made your wishes clear: reduce fire and other risks 
posed by our parking island junipers, and do it all at once. Many people are also willing 
to provide water to help establish new plantings following juniper removals.

With those things in mind, the board has put together a two-year plan to address the 
parking island junipers and their replacements within our existing budget without 
neglecting our other maintenance responsibilities. The timeline is as follows:

Spring 2022 — Remove all large parking island junipers. With this we will 
immediately reduce neighborhood wildfire risk prior to next year’s fire season and be 
able to start developing a comprehensive, neighborhood-wide re-landscaping plan. The 
professionals we’ve spoken with have all said they can’t give us a design until they see 
the juniper-free space they have to work with.

Shortly after removals — Hold a neighborhood-wide open forum to hear and 
discuss residents’ landscaping ideas and desires. Informally, we’ve already heard a few 
different thoughts: a neighborhood-wide tree canopy, a variety of small trees, native 
shrub species only, hardscaping such as walls, and other concepts. We want to provide 
a platform for all ideas and let the community determine its own direction.

Professional design for all parking islands — Once Silver Plume residents 
have had an opportunity to provide input on the general outlines of parking island 
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landscaping, we will pass those along to our professional landscape designer, along 
with a budget, for development into a specific plant palette and designs for each island. 
Silver Plume residents will then review the designs and offer input. We have chosen to 
work, once again, with Boulder Landscape and Design. This is a full-service company 
we’ve employed multiple times over the years for SR4 landscaping, and we know their 
work to be excellent. They also offer considerably better prices than the other 
landscaping companies we’ve interviewed.

Installation — Once the designs are finalized, we can begin installation. In 2022, we 
intend to replant the Silver Plume Court and Center parking islands. These two islands 
will be the most in need of remediation following juniper removal. The West, North, and 
Circle islands have considerable deciduous materials that will leave them far from 
barren and may actually thrive and become more visible once the junipers are gone.

During the summer of 2022, as deciduous plants leaf out and grow, residents can 
assess specific issues in these islands and fine-tune the design for them, if needed. In 
2023, we will complete the re-landscaping of these remaining islands.

The financials — Because there are as yet so many unknowns in the re-
landscaping process — available planting space and resident post-removal input chief 
among them — specific, detailed costs for the project as a whole cannot yet be 
determined. However, we have met with our landscaping firm and been able to 
ascertain some costs, such as design and rough per-shrub planting costs. We have also 
given them, broadly, our 2022 budget range for the project, which they will work within. 
Consequently, we are confident we can undertake the plan outlined above. There will be 
no special assessment to pay for this project.

In the end, it seems clear we all want the same things — better safety, a beautiful 
neighborhood, and a healthy bottom line. With a bit of patience and creativity, we think 
we can achieve all that. 

Parking Reminder

We’ve had a complaint or two lately about vehicles with expired tags in our parking 
islands. To keep some parking for visitors available in our neighborhood, our policies 
prohibit storing rarely driven vehicles in these areas. If that describes a vehicle of yours, 
please park it in your own driveway or garage and free up an island space. Thank you! 



If You’re Thinking of Selling…

...please be sure to check with the board and the ARC to make sure there are no 
covenant or policy violations on your property. This will need to be certified by us before 
closing, and nobody needs a last-minute surprise. 


