
 

August 2022 Newsletter

The Summer Block Party Returns – Sunday, August 21, 5-7 p.m. 

Just a reminder that our neighborhood summer gathering will be 

Sunday, August 21, from 5:00 p.m to 7:00 p.m. in the shared drives 

at 3745/3755/3765 Silver Plume Lane. Janet Evans will provide 

smoked pulled pork and a pot of vegan baked beans, plus a few tables 

and chairs, water, and compostable table settings. Bring a summery 

dish to share, any additional chairs you might have, and get ready to 

catch up with old neighbors and meet new ones. No need to RSVP, just 

come on over! 

Fire Mitigation 

We’ve been fortunate so far this summer to get some rain, and our 

fields are still looking on the green side. That will change soon to 

golden brown, and when it does, our regular maintenance provider, 

All-Pro Lawns, will be string trimming a 10-foot swath around the 

perimeter of our property to reduce grassy fuels. They estimate this 

will take a couple of days. 
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The string trimming alone is a fairly expensive project, and having 

them also bag the cut grass would be prohibitive within our current 

budget. Lowering the grass height is a big step toward mitigation, but 

if you’d like to move the needle even further in your location, you are 

most welcome to scoop up the cut grass and set it out for compost 

pickup. 

A few folks have already created some fire breaks in the fence-line 

grass around the neighborhood. These are areas that will take All-Pro 

less time to trim and will save us labor costs. But please note: Field 

grass should never be trimmed lower than 8 inches. Taking it 

down further weakens the grass and invites weeds to move in. So if 

you do trim any field grass near you, please follow this guideline (i.e., 

don’t use a lawnmower). 

And remember – the best fire mitigation is the work you do around 

your own home. See our website for lots more information on wildfire 

preparedness. 

Please Remember to Submit Your Plans to the ARC 

Lots of work going on in the neighborhood these days! If you have any 

plans at all that will affect the exterior of your home, please remember 

to let the Architectural Review Committee know, even if you’re just 

repainting the same color or replacing some decking. 

You might wonder, Why do I need to do that if I’m just replacing 

what’s already there?  Good question. Over the years, some paint 

colors were approved based on a too-small chip (we’ve changed our 

http://www.shanahanridge4.org/wildfire-preparedness/
http://www.shanahanridge4.org/wildfire-preparedness/


policies to require large samples), or paint manufacturers have 

provided an inaccurate mix, formulations have changed, etc. As a 

result, a few anomalies have crept in that are not actually within our 

covenants. Because they were submitted and approved in good faith at 

the time, no remedy was required, but when it comes time for a redo, 

they’ll need to be reassessed. Check with the ARC; they are always 

ready to work with you on your selections. 

For more on the ARC review process, what needs review, and pre-

approved paint and roof colors, please visit our website. And thank 

you! 

And another big thank you to Henry Mueller, decades-long member of 

the SR4 ARC, who is leaving us to live nearer to family. We wish him 

and his wife Buffy all the best! Mark Gerwing, another Silver Plume 

architect, has graciously agreed to take his spot on the ARC, so a final 

big thanks to Mark. Welcome! 

And last, we’re currently operating with a minimal board – 

three members, who have been serving for a long time. It 

would be great to have some new blood, new voices, and some 

extra hands to share the load. If you’d like to get involved, 

please let us know!

http://www.shanahanridge4.org/architectural-review/

